CHAPTER V
DEVELOPMENT   DURING   THE   FIRST
TWO  YEARS
The little child lives in a different world from adults.
It is as though we adults were constantly confronted by
giants and other grotesque creatures larger than ourselves.
This is one reason, perhaps, why the little child has such
an ardent yearning for something soft and living and smaller
than himself to play with and cherish. His small size makes
his parents, the furniture, and animals appear monstrous.
What appears to adults as a small elevation must seem to
the toddler a dizzy height. An ordinary room to him ap-
pears excessively large and recessed. Many objects, from
his perspective, are perceived in distorted form.
Still more distorted is his world of thought. Many ob-
jects and acts have not yet acquired the significance that
comes from experience; even the words he uses and hears
may deviate widely from their meaning to adults.
Yet in the first two years of life the child makes stupendous
progress in understanding the world and the many unreason-
able, inconsistent people in it. In those two years he lays
the. foundation for his further development. The baby
grows. He 'learns to achieve a fair degree of control over
his entire body, to talk, and to face difficulty or evade it in
devious ways;
In tracing this development, the following questions
should be considered: How does the baby's physical ap-
pearance change during the first two years? What does he
learn to do with his hands? What progress does he make in
moving from place to place? What does he learn to say?
Does he think? Does he remember people and events?
Does he love, fear, and hate? Has he gained in ability to
get along with people? In short, what are the usual patterns
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